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strong dashing handsome men. Seymour was all
this, and his cheerful boisterous ways again
appealed to Elizabeth. She never cared for staid
clever men as companions. She preferred people
with plenty of dash and go.
Thomas Seymour had more than enough of
that, and his splendid good looks made him very
attractive. He was the first man in the field, too,
for he had got to know her so well when she lived
in his household. So he began to send messages
and to scheme with Elizabeth. He had to act
secretly, for the King's Council would not be
likely to approve of such a match. Seymour was
too ambitious, he had many enemies, the marriage
of the Princess was an affair of state, and she was
too young to be allowed to marry the first man to
take her fancy. There was another person to be
reckoned with too: the Lord Protector. This was
Edward Seymour, brother to Thomas, but no
friend of his. The Protector was governing
England while the little King was a minor. He
was jealous of his brother, had quarrelled with
him violently, and mistrusted him. He would
never agree to the marriage. So Thomas, if he
were to marry the Princess, must overcome the
Protector. How far he meant to go we do not
know. He himself appears to have thought he had
done nothing treasonable, and certainly nothing
to endanger his life, much less that of Elizabeth.
But those were brutal times, when men would
send their nearest relations to death quite readily.